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Programme note

El Olam

The Hebrew word Olam (o-LAM) translates as "eternal," "everlasting,"
"forever," "lasting," and "ancient." When paired with EI to make EI
Olam, it means Eternal God or Everlasting God.

This name of God teaches us that God has no beginning, no end and
stands outside of and beyond time. God's nature and purposes are
timeless, for God created time and is not limited by time in any way.
Before there was a universe and before there was time, God existed,
without beginning and without end (Psalm 90:2).

The term Olam also includes the unchangeableness of God. Everything
we know changes, in some way, over time; but God never changes. His
character, his Word, his promises, his purposes and his kingdom
never change and never end.

The solo was commissioned in 2015 by Euphonium soloist Micah
Parsons. The Salvation Army song “Yesterday, Today, Forever’ forms
the basis of the middle section of the music and references to this
beautiful Ivor Bosanko song can be heard throughout the work.

Yesterday, today, forever,

Jesus is the same.

We may change, but Jesus never -
Glory to his name.
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